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CREATING A CONNECTED, PROSPEROUS, CLEAN, SAFE AND HEALTHY BLACKBURN WITH DARWEN

A different kind of family and a 

Council scheme life has trans-

formed a Darwen couple’s home 

– and they are urging more peo-

ple to get involved.

Tracey and Steven Crossley are 

part of the Council’s Shared Lives 

Service, which pairs vulnerable 

adults with families, who then live 

with them as part of the family and 

benefi t from family life.

Their new family is completed 

by Sandra Smith (50) and Jean Riley 

(36), who both have learning diffi cul-

ties. Sandra has been with the fam-

ily for four years and Jean has been 

there for four months.

Tracey, 48, and Steven. 50, al-

ways take their holidays with Sandra 

and Jean, going regularly to Lanzar-

ote in the Canary Islands.

 

Tracey was a support worker for so-

cial services in a supported living 

house in Darwen, where she fi rst met 

Sandra, who was living there.

The couple, who have fi ve 

grown-up children between them, 

heard about Shared Lives six years 

ago through a co-worker of Tracey’s, 

and thought it was a great idea.

Tracey said: “We thought about 

it a lot before making a decision and 

we are so glad we decided to do it. 

We absolutely love it, 

Jean and Sandra are very 

much part of the family and 

they have a better quality of life.”

Steven added: “There is a lot 

more consistency for both of them, 

this is their family home and they are 

both happy here. Sandra has grown 

so much in confi dence in the last 

four years, she has learnt to swim 

and has been learning Spanish, she 

is so happy here.

“Both she and Jean have done 

cookery classes and both do activi-

ties at different centres, such as gar-

dening, arts and crafts, looking after 

animals and Sandra does Bingo ev-

ery week.

Tracey said: “We always recom-

mend the Shared Lives Service to 

other people, and a friend I used 

to work with in supported living is 

now doing it as well. We have never 

looked back, it has been a fantas-

tic experience for both of us and for 

Sandra and Jean.”

 

 

Councillor Mohammed Khan, the 

Council’s Executive Member for 

Adult Social Care, praised the ser-

vice and added: “The Shared Lives 

service is very special and is hugely 

rewarding and enriching for the car-

ers and the service users. I can see 

that Sandra, Jean, Tracey and Ste-

ven are all very happy with their fam-

ily and I hope other people will con-

sider this wonderful service.”

Naydine Hamner, Shared Lives 

offi cer for the Shared Lives ser-

vice, said the service was benefi cial 

to both the carers and the people 

moving into the families: “You can 

see that Sandra and Jean are so 

settled and happy here with Tracey 

and Steven, and all four have really 

enjoyed the new family set-up. We 

are recruiting more carers and want 

to let people know how fantastic the 

service can be.”

Carers undergo a thorough as-

sessment prior to taking some-

one into their home. Families are 

“matched up” by the service. Carers 

are paid an allowance and can take 

28 days’ respite every year.

To fi nd out more about the Shared 

Lives Service contact the Indepen-

dent Living Service, Mill Hill Street, 

Mill Hill, BB2 2RB, or call (01254) 

269277/269278.

SHARED LIVES MEANS 
MORE FAMILY LIFE

“More people should get involved” says family

“WE ABSOLUTELY 

LOVE IT”
 - Tracey Crossley
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OLDER 
PEOPLE’S
CHAMPION

Edited by Ben Greenwood

Councillor Dorothy 

Walsh was appointed 

older people’s cham-

pion over the summer. 

In this edition, she sets 

out what she hopes to 

achieve in her role.
 I am really honoured to be 

appointed the borough’s older 

people’s champion. It is an in-

credibly important role.

 

DIFFICULTIES
 

More and more people 

are living longer and healthier 

lives. It is a cause for celebra-

tion but that doesn’t mean 

older people in the borough 

have no diffi culties to face.

 Some older people may 

have money worries. 

They may have diffi cul-

ties getting the services they 

need. 

And we know that many 

older people feel isolated and 

lonely. 

Also, as people live longer, 

we have to deal with chal-

lenges such as housing and 

caring for people suffering for 

dementia.

 

VOW
 

I vow to make sure the 

voices of older people are 

heard and they are involved 

in Council decision and policy 

making.

 I pledge to represent the 

views and ideas older people 

tell her about living in Black-

burn with Darwen and also 

use my infl uence to root out 

age discrimination, which is a 

key part of the role.

 I will never be afraid to 

speak out. I will fi ght my cor-

ner and I have no qualms 

about airing my views to my 

colleagues such as Councillor 

Mohammed Khan, who is the 

executive member for adult 

social care, and other decision 

makers about issues that af-

fect older people.

I promise to hold services 

and policies to account.

 But everyone can help 

out. I would urge people to be 

neighbourly and think about 

their elderly neighbours and 

keep an eye for them.


